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INTEREST OF AMICI CURIAE1

values.

leads or used to lead at least one church in CD6 and has 

real
to get to know them, listen to their distinct concerns, or 
earn their votes.
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values.

INTRODUCTION AND  
SUMMARY OF THE ARGUMENT
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the so-called Gingles 

hinges on whether the challenged district adheres to 

districting guidelines. Louisiana, however, does not. 

needs, and interests. See Miller v. Johnson, 515 U.S. 900, 
League of United Latin Am. Citizens v. Perry, 

Allen v. Milligan, 599 U.S. 1, 21 

Trial Tr. vol. 2, 462, 470. His church activities take him all 

Id.

Id. 

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



4

Id. 466–67, 471. 

and interests relating to education, healthcare, and 
Id. 468–69, 472. Allowing CD6 to elect 

Id. at 472.

court. See infra

in the 1920s. Callais v. 
Landry, No. 3:24-CV-00122 DCJ-CES-RRS, 2024 WL 

Huey Long, 
BRITANNICA

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



5

even a common dialect.

ARGUMENT

I. COMMU NITIES OF INTEREST PLAY A 
CRITICAL ROLE IN A RACIAL-GERRYMANDER 
ANALYSIS.

T

Bethune-Hill v. Va. State Bd. of Elections, 
580 U.S. 178, 187 (2017). When a voter claims that the State 

Cooper v. Harris

Id. (quoting Miller v. Johnson, 515 U.S. 900, 

See Abbott v. Perez, 585 U.S. 
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considerations.” Miller, 515 U.S. at 916.

Cooper, 581 U.S. at 292 (quoting 
Bethune-Hill

See id. (noting that the Court 

U.S.C. § 

Cooper, 581 U.S. 
at 292 (citing Thornburg v. Gingles, 478 U.S. 30, 46 n.11 

§ 
the Gingles Allen v. Milligan, 599 U.S. 1, 

 . . . 
Id.

quoting Wis. Legis. v. Wis. Elections Comm’n, 595 U.S. 
Gingles, 478 
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interest. Id.
Gingles 

Id. at 18 (quoting Gingles, 478 
U.S. at 45–46).

Ala. Legis. 
Black Caucus v. Alabama, 575 U.S. 254, 278 (2015). Put 

not Cooper, 581 U.S. at 
293 (quoting Alabama, 575 U.S. at 278).

Gingles
§ Id. at 302 

(quoting Bush v. Vera
§ 2 

§ Id.

This “strong evidence” or “good reason” standard 

Id. (quoting Bethune-Hill, 580 
see also id.

Rights Act and the Equal Protection Clause.” Bethune-
Hill, 580 U.S. at 196 (quoting Bush v. Vera, 517 U.S. 952, 
977 (1996)).
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II. THE DISTRICT COURT DISREGA RDED 
POWERFUL TESTIMONY THAT CD6 UNITES 
A COMMUNITY OF INTEREST.

Robinson v. Ardoin, 

Bureau delivered the 2020 census data, the Louisiana 

six electoral districts. The census data showed that 

Id.

Id. at 

Id. The Legislature overrode the 
Id.

§ 

a single district and “cracking” the remaining Black 
Id. 

Id. at 586 (citation omitted). The 

Robinson v. Ardoin, 37 F.4th 
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ruling, Robinson, 86 F.4th at 589–99.

on the merits, the Legislature decided to redraw the 

§ 18:1276.1 

in southeast Louisiana, tracing the Red River and I-49 

Gingles
Callais v. Landry, No. 3:24-CV-00122 DCJ-CES-RRS, 

doing so, the court disregarded—among other things—

See Miller
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See id.
Hays v. Louisiana, 839 

But “Hays is a red herring,” Robinson v. Ardoin, 605 
critical 

(Hays

the Hays litigation. Id. 

with Hays

Gingles 

III. CD6 BRINGS TOGETHER A VALUABLE FAITH-
BASED COMMUNITY OF INTEREST.
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in communities throughout CD6 and the role 

Independents Take Center Stage in Obama Era, Section 
4: Religion and Social Values, PEW RES. CTR. (

true in Black communities. “Black Americans are more 

God and regular church attendance. Besheer Mohamed 
et al., Pew Res. Ctr., Faith Among Black Americans 16 

Racial 
and Ethnic Composition Among Adults in Louisiana, 
RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE STUDY, PEW. RES. CTR
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surrounding white communities. Id.

 
. . . 

civil rights meetings.” Mohamed et al., supra, at 80, 
cf. Religion and Black Power, NAT’L MUSEUM OF 

AFR. AM. HIST. & CULTURE, SMITHSONIAN INST

advocates.”).

movement.” Old Galilee Baptist Church (Shreveport, 
Louisiana), NAT’L PARK SERV

hosted the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King Jr., 
Id. 

Little Union Baptist Church: 
the Epicenter of Shreveport’s Civil Rights Movement, 
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KTALNEWS.COM

Little Union Baptist Church Honored with Marker on 
Louisiana’s Civil Rights Trail, KTALNEWS.COM

church-honored-with-marker-on-louisianas-civil-rights-

Meeting Places

“Best-kept Secrets”: Louisiana Civil Rights Trail Marker 
Unveiled at Shreveport Church, SHREVEPORT TIMES (
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credit unions.” Fr. Albert J. McKnight: 1927–2016, 34 IN 
A WORD: A PUBL’N OF THE SOC’Y OF THE DIVINE WORD, S. 
PROVINCE

Id. Among 

Id.

& David R. Williams, We’ve Come This Far by Faith: 
The Role of the Black Church in Public Health, 109 AM. 
J. PUB. HEALTH

the churches in CD6 go the extra mile2

See infra 

See infra 

ties and shared interests.

with them two miles.” Matthew 5:41.

RETRIE
VED FROM D

EMOCRACYDOCKET.C
OM



15

district. We have a culture that has stretched 

and civil rights leaders in the area as well.

working together like that.
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See Callais, 

commitment to advancing their local communities.

to make our communities more resilient, and 

what works and then we seek to scale those with 

well. So . . . 
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[The church is] holistic in the sense that we 
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So we have worked more together. Again we 

in CD6.

Because the communities in CD6 share the same needs 

conversation, Reverend Kirts shared:

sure that we have what we need to cover these 
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Later in that conversation, he said that the churches in 

District. Id.

go. We go to graduations together, we go to 
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Pastor Evans echoed:

What is more, the communities in CD6 share the 

Program Guide, KAYT-FM

2024). Pastor Jackson and Reverend Kirts also mentioned 

You have the Ben D. Johnson memorial 

and the church.

Amici also highlighted educational ties in CD6. 
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Holden added:

The list goes on. Pastor Jackson shared:

those cities [in District 6]. We hold our annual 

District 6].
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. . .

Reverend Kirts added:

to overcome it. Reverend Smith said:
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sure we have the same access to things that a 

CD6, including the struggles to earn a living wage, get 

New Orleans. When it comes to dialect, a word might mean 
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Jackson:

me is that, when District 6 was drawn, I said 

. . .

6—we take this serious—and we would like 
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in this Congressional District.” Because this 

their vote counted, so I think it means a lot 

District 6.

Pastor Evans added:
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and concerns are.

. . .

. . .

And in Alexandria. According to Reverend Kirts:

them have a voice in this District.

And also down in Baton Rouge. Reverend Smith stated:

who . . . 
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. . .

Now these communities are heard and have achieved 

Reverend Mitchell said:

then and now.

. . .
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thing.

shared,

CONCLUSION
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Meet Cleo, CLEO 
FIELDS FOR CONGRESS

Democrat Cleo Fields Wins Re-drawn Louisiana 
Congressional District, Flipping Red Seat Blue, AP NEWS 

to Baton Rouge. Joined together in the same District, the 

them.
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