
0%

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

25%

50%

75%

100%

MA

The Most Litigated 
Election in History

2023-2024 LITIGATION REPORT

Democracy Docket tracked voting rights and election-related litigation leading up 

to the 2024 election. Despite a wave of lawsuits aimed at restricting voting access, 

courts consistently ruled in favor of voters. Here's a breakdown of the most litigated 

election cycle in history.

For the purposes of this report, we excluded lawsuits in our database that are cate-

gorized as redistricting lawsuits, election subversion indictments, 14th Amendment 

challenges and post-election cases related to the November 2024 general election.

Lawsuits Filed

Over 300 democracy-related lawsuits were filed this election cycle. As expected, 

the pace of litigation increased in the second half of the cycle with a total of 228 

lawsuits in 2024 — more than double the 82 lawsuits filed in 2020. 

Battleground states saw the most litigation this cycle with over half of all lawsuits 

filed in Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania 

and Wisconsin.
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BREAKING

Pennsylvania led 
the states with a 
total of 36 lawsuits, 
followed by 
Georgia with 31 
lawsuits and 
Arizona with 23 
lawsuits.

OVERVIEW

ANTI-VOTING EFFORTS

In total, Democracy Docket tracked 158 anti-voting lawsuits this cycle. While 

pro-voting lawsuits dominated the beginning of the cycle, 84% of anti-voting law-

suits were filed in the second half of the cycle. 

The GOP continued to lead anti-voting litigation efforts, filing 52% of all anti-voting 

lawsuits and engaging in 41% of all democracy-related lawsuits this cycle as plain-

tiffs, through  intervention, funding or filing amicus briefs.

The Republican National Committee (RNC) stepped up its litigation efforts under 

new leadership this year. After filing only six lawsuits in 2020, the RNC filed 24 law-

suits in 2024 and engaged in 18% of all lawsuits this cycle. The Trump campaign 

itself filed five lawsuits. 

Throughout this cycle, the largest number of anti-voting litigation was filed over the 

rules for conducting elections and voter registration. Within the registration catego-

ry, the largest surge in litigation was fueled by right-wing claims of inaccurate voter 

rolls and noncitizen voting. Most of these claims came in the final months of the cycle 

and were largely rejected by courts.

Despite the party’s overwhelming focus on election administration and registration, 

the RNC and Trump campaign continued to target vote by mail policies in key battle-

ground states. 
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Despite the surge of litigation this cycle, pro-voting forces saw almost three times as 

many victories as losses. 

This accounts for nearly a 120% increase in victories between 2023 and 2024. 

Fifty-seven percent of all victories for voters came in the key battleground states of 

Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. 

Nearly 60% of those victories came in lawsuits filed by Republicans and anti-voting 

groups. 

This was a record-breaking election cycle for democracy-related litigation. Republi-

cans increased their anti-voting litigation efforts, but voters continued to see victo-

ries in courts across the country. 

2025 will mark the beginning of a new election cycle with renewed focus on preserv-

ing democracy. If previous trends continue, the dockets will continue to be flooded 

with litigation heading into the midterm elections. As Republicans continue to scale 

up their litigation efforts — bolstered by a new U.S. Department of Justice that is 

likely to be hostile to voting rights — Democrats and pro-voting groups will fuel the 

opposition. Democracy Docket will continue to cover and track cases impacting 

voters in 2025 and beyond.

STILL P O SITIVE

Arizona, Georgia 
and Pennsylvania 
led all crucial 
battleground 
states with the 
most wins for 
voters.

NEW TREND S

Election administration 
and registration were 
the most litigated 
categories this cycle, 
representing a shift 
from 2020 where 63% of 
all litigation concerned 
vote by mail.

MA

NATIONWIDE

Republicans 
focused heavily on 
battleground 
states, filing 58% of 
their lawsuits 
across AZ, GA, MI, 
NV, NC, PA and WI.  

Breakdown of Lawsuit Topics Over Time
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GOP’s Most 
Litigated Issues

Election admin
39 lawsuits

Registration
26 lawsuits

Vote by mail
24 lawsuits

RNC’s Most 
Litigated Issues

Trump’s Most 
Litigated Issues

Vote by mail 
13 lawsuits

Registration
9 lawsuits

Election admin
7 lawsuits

Vote by mail
3 lawsuits

Registration
2 lawsuits

Election admin
1 lawsuit

Pro-voting forces filed 145 

lawsuits this cycle. However, 

private groups and organizations 

filed the majority of pro-voting 

litigation, accounting for 68% of 

these cases. 

Democrats, on the other hand, 

filed 17 % of all pro-voting lawsuits 

this cycle and engaged in 16% of 

all democracy-related lawsuits.

PRO -VOTING EFFORTS

The Democratic National Committee filed nine lawsuits in 2024 — four more than in 

2020. However, due to the sheer volume of litigation, the proportion of lawsuits it 

filed was smaller. Democrats filed two-thirds of their lawsuits in battleground states 

during the election cycle, but they did not surpass the number of lawsuits filed by Re-

publicans in these states. 

BREAKING

Democrats filed six 
lawsuits in Georgia 
— half were in 
response to 
last-minute rules 
passed by the state 
election board.
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WHERE VOTERS’ VICTORIES STEMMED FROM

Victories in Lawsuits Filed by Pro-Voting 
vs. Anti-Voting Parties
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Victories Neutral Losses

Orders by Impact
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Note: D.C. has been included as a state in this report for the purposes of 

citing statistics. Read our full methodology here.

To see this on our website, visit the live page here.

For more insight, analysis and content like this 

subscribe to our free newsletters. SIGN UP NOW
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415
outcomes for voters 
across 40 states. 

275
victories for voters 
across 34 states. 

306
democracy-related 
lawsuits filed across 
45 states. 
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